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La Reprise

The promise of 
new beginnings:
“Les étudiants font la force.”
It has been said that Haiti never leaves 
you...that once you set foot in what was once 
Saint Domingue, you can never forget the 
beauty of the place. You cannot help but be 
drawn to the way the country has retained its 
pride and vibrance in the face of such 
devastation. In the face of such a marvelous 
and confounding history of rebellion and 
oppression.

It is also said that young people are at the 
forefront of every revolution. If you ever 
needed proof, MS4H is it. Our members may 
not have time to stage protests, go on lengthy 
tours of Haiti, or write memoirs of our 
experiences, but we have already made a 
commitment to Haiti that we have begun to 
make good on. 

We are working with the Haitian Medical 
Education Project, Afya, Physicians for Haiti, 

Partners in Health and Remedy. We are 
building an anatomy curriculum and summer 
program at Université Quisqueya that 
debuted this past summer.  We are raising 
money and collecting clinical and educational 
materials as we speak. 

Stanford Chapter President Johan Guillaume 
said, “I can't wait to see what this group will 
bring to Haiti in 5 years.” Fortunately, we 
don’t think you will have to wait that long, 
Johan. MS4H is on the rise.  

When searching for a concept to unite the 
content of this inaugural newsletter,  the 
theme “new beginnings” came to mind 
immediately. Of course, this was an attempt 
to inspire and laud the establishment of this 
organization. When searching for actual 
content, an appropriate amendment to that 
original concept might be “how far we have 
already come.”

In this issue you will find information on 
virtually all manner of things affecting the 
mission of this organization. There is an 
interview with Kareen Riviere, PhD, founder 
of The Empower Foundation, on starting and 
maintaining a successful non-profit 
organization/NGO. There is information 

about our past and future projects in Haiti and 
the young people organizing them. You will 
also find information on the founders and 
chapter presidents at the forefront of 
everything that MS4H stands poised to 
accomplish, and their individual visions for 
MS4H. . . and this is only the beginning!  

!  - K. Davis, Co-Editor

The MS4H Newsletter promotes the Mission of Medical Students for Haiti, Inc. (MS4H), especially the first tenet: I. To cultivate a sense of 
community among undergraduate and graduate medical students with a special interest in Haiti. II. To create opportunities for 
mentorship in global health for these students. III. To generate a gateway to service in all Haitian communities.
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Founding the 
Organization
In the months following the earthquake 
that struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, 
there was a chance meeting between two 
North American medical students - 
Ernest Barthélemy and Thierry Pauyo. 
This established the context within which 
MS4H was born. Ernest, a Haitian-
American in his 2nd-year of medical 
school at New York's Mount Sinai School 
of Medicine, was recruited by Partners in 
Health to serve as "Surgical Coordinator" 
at the PIH flagship hospital in Cange, 
Haiti. Ernest would temporarily relieve 
Thierry, a Haitian-Canadian 4th-year 
medical student from Harvard Medical 
School.

At the time, Thierry had already been 
coordinating surgical teams at the Bon 
Sauveur hospital for several months 
before the earthquake. Thierry continued 
in this role until the effects of the January, 
2010 earthquake on his extended family 
forced him to take a brief leave of absence 
from his post. 

TO READ A FEATURE-LENGTH ARTICLE 
ABOUT THIERRY’S EXPERIENCE AFTER 
THE EARTHQUAKE, GOOGLE “PAUYO 
PLUS EIGHT,” BY JUSTIN LONG.

Upon Thierry's return to Cange, he met 
Ernest, and the two began to share the 
duty of surgical coordinator. They were 
later joined by Sabrina Carrié, one of 
Thierry’s classmates, also of Haitian 

descent. Others who worked with these 
three affectionately began to refer to the 
trio as "Dream Team-Diaspora," alluding 
to the cultural bridge they helped to 
construct between Haitian patients, 
Haitian healthcare workers, and 
American healthcare workers. 

While working with a surgical team led 
by Dr. John Meara, Plastic Surgeon-in-
Chief at Boston Children's Hospital, the 
conversations began to take shape that 
led to the conception of "Medical 
Students for Haiti, Inc." Specifically, 
Thierry and Ernest realized that neither 
might ever have known of the other's 
existence were it not for the otherwise 
disastrous calamity that had ravaged 
their parents' home country. In each other 
! !                  (cont’d on p. 3)

Photo: Dr. Khoi Do of GIANT Global dissects organs for a group of students in Port-Au-Prince this summer as a 
volunteer in Mount Sinai’s collaboration with Université Quisqueya. (Read more about this project on pp. 7-8.)
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Thierry Pauyo
Co-Founder, Medical Students For Haiti, Inc.

A native of Montréal, 
Québec and the son of 
Haitian immigrants, 
Thierry is currently a 
resident in the McGill 
University Division of 
Orthopedic Surgery. Dr. 
Paul Farmer, legendary 
medical anthropologist 
and global health 
superstar, says the 
following of Thierry in 
his book, “Haiti After 
the Earthquake, "(pp. 
108-109): 

"...During his first year at Harvard Medical 
School, Thierry told me that his dream was to 
work as a surgeon in Haiti... As a senior 
medical student, he got his wish: Thierry lived 
in (Cange,) central Haiti during the latter half 
of 2009, learning new skills while improving 
the quality of surgical care... Thierry had been 
in the OR nonstop since the quake, but he 
asked me to see a patient with him that night - 
a woman with a massive soft-tissue defect. 
'Half her thigh is gone,' said Thierry. 'The 
bone is exposed.'... As we removed her 
dressings to examine the wound - it was clean - 
Thierry spoke of his own loss and new 
responsibility. His chief concern, he said, was 
getting his cousins to Montréal, where his 
parents could take them in. And then, he 
added, his next order of business would be to 
return to Haiti to get back to work." 

..Thierry is fluent in French, English and Haitian-
Creole, and is a former member of Amherst 
College's men's ice hockey team. He enjoys reading, 
travel and dancing to the rhythms of Haitian Konpa 
with his Haitian-born wife, Sabrina - who is also a 
graduate of Harvard Medical School, and currently 
a resident in anesthesiology.

Ernest Barthélemy
Co-Founder, Medical Students For Haiti, Inc.

Originally from the Flatbush neighborhood of 
Brooklyn, New York - home to one of the largest 
Haitian communities in the USA - Ernest is the first 
American-born child of immigrants from the 
southern Haitian town of Grand-Goâve. A proud 
father of two and a 4th-year student at New York's 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine, Ernest co-founded 
Medical Students for Haiti, Inc. with his friend and 
colleague, Dr. Thierry Pauyo, while the two worked 
side-by-side as Surgical Coordinators for the 
Partners in Health/Zanmi Lasante flagship site, 
Hôpital Bon Sauveur in Cange, Haiti.
!
Prior to entering medical school, Ernest completed 
his undergraduate work in Caribbean Studies and 
Dance at New York University, and later earned a 
graduate degree in motor control and applied 
physiology at Columbia University. His interests in 
medicine are focused around translational 
neuroscience, global health and neurological 
surgery. Ernest was recently selected by Mount Sinai 
Hospital's  Department of Neurosurgery as the 
department's first medical student research scholar; 
his fellowship will support a study of neurosurgical 
epidemiology in Haiti. Ernest is natively fluent in 
English,  Haitian-Creole and French, and proficient 
in Spanish. He is also a seasoned martial artist and, 
in his spare time, a rather serious dancer of Salsa 
and various other Cuban dance forms - a hobby 
which he credits for having met his wife - a human 
rights lawyer - at a Cuban dance event several years 
ago.

Meet The Leaders

Rogette Esteve
Chair, Medical Students For Haiti, Inc.

As a first generation Haitian-American, I was born in Queens, NY, and 
raised in Boston, MA.  At the University of Pennsylvania, I majored in 
Anthropology and Health and Societies, which truly opened my eyes to 
the multi-faceted nature of global medicine.  As the current Chair of 
MS4H, I am honored to have played a major role in the incorporation of 
our organization.  I am looking forward to the continued impact MS4H 
will make!  As a medical student at The Ohio State University College of 
Medicine, I have a special interest in trauma and medical education.  
Above alI, I enjoy life by eating good food (sometimes not so “good,”) 
and actively making time for God, family, and friends.  

(cont’d from p. 2)             
they recognized a deeply rooted passion 
and commitment for creating a better 
Haiti. They sought to create a way to 
unite all medical students - in Canada, 
the US, Haiti, and around the world - 
who shared their commitment to Haiti. 
They envisioned a professional network 
of future doctors who, like them, love 
and believe in Haiti. They believed that 
"chance"  meetings such as their own 
should never again require catastrophe 
as their catalyst. And so they defined the 
mission of the organization that would 
become Medical Students for Haiti, Inc.:
(1) To cultivate a sense of community among 

undergraduate and graduate medical students 
with a special interest in Haiti.

(2) To create opportunities for mentorship in 
global health for these students.

(3) To generate a gateway to service in all Haitian 
communities.

In practical terms, the organization 
would focus its efforts on identifying 
and bringing together all medical 
students with such interest, and 
plugging them into global health 
training and mentoring opportunities 
both in Haiti and in the many Haitian 
communities around the world.

Through the creation of this pipeline of 
service to the Haitian people, Thierry 
and Ernest sought to direct the passion, 
energy and idealism of tomorrow's 
doctors toward an ultimate goal of 
reversing the human capital flight - or 
"brain drain" - that has contributed to 
Haiti’s social and economic challenges as 
a developing nation.

The Medical Students for Haiti (MS4H) 
network currently spans medical schools 
and hospitals in a variety of locations 
across the North American continent, 
including New York City, San Francisco, 
Boston, Stanford, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Columbus, Memphis, and Montreal. 
Moreover, MS4H partners and the MS4H 
advisory committee include physicians 
and faculty members from Harvard 
Medical School, the Haitian Ministry of 
Health (MSPP), Physicians For Haiti, the 
Afya Foundation, the Haitian Medical 
Education Project and Partners In 
Health.!
! ! -E. Barthélemy
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Paulvaléry Roulette
Harvard Chapter President

I graduated from Cornell 
University with a degree in 
Human Development. When 
I’m not busy being an active 
NY sports fan, I’m busy trying 
to be “busy-house-husband” 
for my wife, who is in 
graduate school. I look 
forward to starting my 
orthopedic surgery residency 
this summer, and have plans 
to continue being involved in 
global health through surgery.

Johan Guillaume
Stanford Chapter President

Born: Cap-Haitien, Haiti
Bachelors: New York 
University (Biochemistry, 
2007)
Masters: New York University 
(Chemistry, 2008)
PhD: Stanford University 
(Chemical and Systems 
Biology, 2015)
MD: Stanford University 
(Medicine, 2017)

I tell people that  love 
infections and chemistry. I 
hope to be a physician one 
day who researches and 
comes up with scientific 
solutions to fundamental 
global health problems. 
During my spare time, I like 
to hike and dance salsa.

Christian Péan
Mt. Sinai Chapter President
MS4H Executive Director

I was born in Jamaica, Queens 
but raised near McAllen, 
Texas. I graduated 
Georgetown U. in 2010 with a 
BS in biology. I also completed 
an MS in biomedical sciences 
at Tufts U. School of Medicine. 
Now, I am at Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine and am 
finishing my M1 year. I’m a 
first generation American -- 
my father is Haitian while my 
mother is Mexican. In 
addition to working with 
MS4H, I’m incoming 
president of MSSM’s SNMA 
Chapter, and a Spanish 
interpreter/jr. clinician at the 
East Harlem Health Outreach 
Partnership free clinic on the 
weekends. I played many 
sports growing up, and I'm 
currently most interested in 
pursuing Orthopedic Surgery.  
I spend what little spare time I 
have weight-lifting, jump-
roping/boxing, and playing 
the guitar and the piano.

Maykel Désir
Ohio State Co-Presisdent

I am from Poughkeepsie, NY. 
I had the privilege of 
attending the Ohio State 
University for undergrad and 
now for medical school I;m 
currently in the process of 
teaching myself how to play 
the bass guitar, not easy.

Christine Kwon
Ohio State Co-President

I was born and raised in 
Columbus, Ohio my whole 
life. I am currently an 
undergrad at The Ohio State 
University as a Nutrition 
major, but afterwards I plan to 
go to Dental School. Right 
now, I am involved at Charis 
Fellowship Church as an 
accountability group leader 
and praise team vocalist (I 
love worship and music!). I 
love my family, my friends, 
and my God. I love to work as 
well as play and try to live my 
life to the fullest! 

If there are any changes to be made, 
we will be informing you shortly of 
the newest Chapter Presidents to fill 
the ranks for the 2012-2013 year.

Chapter Presidents 2011-2012
Photo: (On the right) Carlo Lutz and Christian Péan in Haiti this June discussing future opportunities for student volunteership.
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Non-Profit Spotlight: 
The Empower Foundation

MS4H connected with Kareen Riviere, Ph.D., 
the Founder, President and Executive Director 
of The Empower Foundation. She is dedicated, 
passionate, and humble. We wanted advice on 
starting organizations like ours, and we got 
it. Here’s Kareen, in her own words.

! The Empower Foundation (TEF) is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to 
empowering people and communities to have 
a voice, take action, and better their quality of 
life. Currently, our focus has been on women 
and girls. 

! My personal inspiration is my belief 
that everyone is here for a purpose - to love 
and serve one another.  We all have unique 
gifts and talents to share with the world. My 
hope is for everyone to tap into the source of 
their greatness, their authentic power. 
Sometimes life circumstances hinder us from 
accessing this power.  Therefore, I believe 
that empowering ourselves and others is 
essential to positively impact the world and 
make a difference. That is why TEF’s motto is 
“Empower Today…Impact Tomorrow.” 

! I grew up in Newark, NJ, the 
daughter of Haitian parents. I completed my 
undergraduate studies at Brown University 
and graduate studies at the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF). Actually, I 
was a PREP Scholar at Mt. Sinai before 
graduate school. I now reside in the 
Washington, D.C. area and work as a scientist 

in a public health agency. I have always loved 
empowering and serving others.

! What prompted me to start TEF last 
year was my desire to help Haiti, especially 
victims of sexual violence since the 2010 
earthquake. It broke my heart to hear that 
women and girls were being victimized and 
disempowered during such a devastating 
time. I began the organization with the goal of 
making a difference, no matter how slight. 
This past February,  TEF distributed safety 
kits, which contain a whistle, a battery free 
flashlight, and an information sheet with 
safety advice in Haitian Creole and French, in 
two tent camps in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

! TEF is also working with Women of 
L.E.A.D.E.R.S.H.I.P. 1ST, an organization 
which engages U.S. girls and women to 
become positive “change agents” for future 
generations regardless of societal pressures. 
My vision for TEF is to be a source of 
empowerment and to deliver programs that 
equip people to make a difference in their 
lives and the lives of others.

! What I remember most from my trip 
to Haiti in February was the gratitude and 
sense of hope from the people in the tent 
camps. I felt blessed to be able to help. 
However, I left motivated to do more.  After 
being in existence for a little over a year, TEF 
is still in the in the early development/start 
up phase of growing and learning. Thus far, 
what I have been using as a measure of our 
success is the number of items we have 
distributed, the smiling faces and the thank 
you’s received from those we have helped. 

! Currently,  TEF is not modeled after 
any organization - our aim is not to be 
modeled after any one organization. I do 
admire the work of many organizations such 
as Partners in Health, TOMS Shoes, the Feed 
Foundation, and the Gates Foundation. My 
goal with TEF is to be in action now and not 
wait to make a difference until we become the 
perfect organization.  As we do our work, we 
will grow and define our niche.  We are 
finding our own voice.  We will continue to do 

what works and stop doing what does not 
work. I am proud of what we have 
accomplished in the past year; however, we 
are excited to continue working and making 
an impact.

! There are several health care 
challenges to be addressed in Haiti:  more 
resources, better access to care, education to 
circumvent preventable diseases such as 
cholera and HIV/AIDS, centralization of 
hospitals/clinics ([this makes it] difficult for 
people living outside of the capital to receive 
adequate care). These challenges have become 
even more difficult after the 2010 earthquake. 
The Haitian government and NGOs are 
working to alleviate these problems. 

! My hope is for the people of Haiti, 
especially the young people, to become 
empowered to make a difference on these 
issues. Young people are excited, optimistic, 
energized with new ideas and different 
perspectives.  Young people are the future. I 
think it is important to involve the youth in 
solving world problems; therefore, I definitely 
believe organizations driven by young people 
can make a significant difference in Haiti.

! I think it is essential for any starting 
organization to have good ideas, a solid plan, 
and a committed and passionate team of 
people with integrity. Build the best team 
possible. Nothing is perfect, especially when 
starting something new and undefined. It is 
important that everyone on the team is on the 
same page, is equally passionate about the 
mission, is supportive of one another, and is 
committed to making it happen. Lastly, have 
fun. If the team does not 1) enjoy working 
together or 2) share the same level of 
excitement for the projects, the negative 
energy amongst the team will adversely 
impact the outcome of the organization’s 
work.     - K. Rivière

You can find out more about Kareen Rivière’s work 
by visiting www.theempowerfoundation.org. A $15 
donation provides one safety kit for a woman or 
girl who may need it one day. 

http://www.theempowerfoundation.org
http://www.theempowerfoundation.org
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MS4H is still developing as an 
organization and as an agent of 
change in the way medical 
schools and student groups 
interact with Haiti. We would like 
to take a moment to highlight one 
chapter that has been making 
leaps and bounds towards 
helping MS4H realize our 
mission.

The Mount Sinai Chapter of 
MS4H (MS4H-MSSM) is an 
example of a chapter fulfilling the 
mission of MS4H. This dedicated 
team of students has been a 
pioneering chapter of this 
organization; executing projects, 
raising money, creating and 
capitalizing on opportunities for 
student service in Haiti. 

The students that comprise the 
chapter are themselves 
exceptional in terms of their level 
of involvement with everything 

that MS4H does. Four of seven of 
MS4H’s Continental Executive 
Board members are Mount Sinai 
students, three of whom just 
finished their first year of medical 
school. The drive to make an 
impact in Haiti among such a 
diverse cohort from Mount Sinai 
is enhanced by the diversity 
within a city like New York, 
which has always been a mecca 
for Haitians in the diaspora. 

Ernest Barthélemy, Executive 
Board member and one of 
MS4H’s founders, is open about 
his surprisingly laissez-faire 
attitude with the MS4H-MSSM 
chapter. His status as a third (now 
fourth)-year medical student 
forced him to play a very 
supportive role, but his presence 
and influence in the chapter’s 
direction are always seen and felt. 
In the midst of his  rotations, 
Ernest has never failed to miss a 

meeting where his presence has 
been requested. Although he 
frequently sits in the back of these 
meetings and elects to watch over 
the students whom he refers to as 
“his children,” his suggestions 
and wisdom are always wanted 
and usually heeded. Ernest is 
consciously choosing to take a 
step back in order to help 
cultivate the next leaders that will 
fully realize MS4H’s mission- a 
mission he, himself, helped to 
establish.

After Ernest, there is Christian 
Péan, Mount Sinai Chapter 
President and newly-appointed 
Executive Director of the 
continental MS4H organization. 
By all accounts, Christian is an 
incredibly self-motivated young 
man with a huge vision for both 
MS4H as a whole and the 
wherewithal to see it through.
! ! (cont’d, next page)

Chapter Spotlight: Mount Sinai
Photo: As a part of Haiti Cultural Awareness Week, Mount Sinai brought professional dancer 
and dance instructor Goussy Celestin to their campus to lead a Haitian dance workshop.

           
Left: The morning shift of the “Love For Haiti” Bake Sale. Right: Danielle 
Butin, MPH, OTR, founder of Afya speaking at Key Note Speaker Event. 
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(cont’d, last page) 
Christian has overseen partnerships with 
Mount Sinai’s chapter and Physicians for 
Haiti, GIANT Global, Afya Foundation and 
the Haitian Medical Education Project. 

MS4H-MSSM literally “hit the ground 
running.” The chapter became chartered by 
Mount Sinai’s student council late in 
December 2011, and they held their inaugural 
event on the anniversary of the earthquake in 
January, 2012. Soon after, this chapter decided 
to implement an annual celebration of 
Haitian Culture, and held it’s first ever Haiti 
Cultural Awareness Week in February. 
MS4H-MSSM featured speakers from Afya at 
its keynote event, as well as a dance 
workshop, journal club, bake sale and t-shirt 
sale, which raised upwards of $800 - just 
about the entire budget for the remainder of 
the year.

(Photos of Haiti Cultural Awareness Week events can be 
found at www.facebook.com/MS4H.Inc .)

The journal club featured during Sinai’s Haiti 
Cultural Awareness Week was perhaps the 
first glimpse of the “summer project” that 
MS4H-MSSM just completed in Port-Au-
Prince. The featured journal articles explored 
the possibility of creating sustainable 
opportunities for academic enrichment 
abroad, specifically in medical education. 
This project, an educational collaboration, 
spent months in the conception stage; many 
emails went back and forth between Dr. 
Geneviève Poitevien, Dean of the Medical 
Division of Université Quisqueya (UniQ), 
and several students from MS4H-MSSM. 

Four Mount Sinai students, Christian Péan, 
Carlo Lutz, Adam Belachew and Joshua 
Usani (all in their M2 year), even travelled to 
Port-Au Prince in June to accomplish several 
things, one of which was to make contact 
with students at UniQ and Dr. Poitevien. 
What resulted was an excellent and largely 
successful first attempt at sending medical 
students and qualified persons to provide 
UniQ with supplementary anatomy 
instruction.

Kei Satoh (M2), Carlo Lutz and Keithara 
Davis (a post-bac student) are the three 
Mount Sinai members who made sure that 
this latest collaboration with UniQ happened, 
but the entire Mount Sinai chapter has been 
absolutely indispensable. Ernest linked with 
GIANT Global, who provided us with a 
much-needed volunteer, Dr. Khoi Do. Brett 
Marinelli, the newest Mount Sinai member to 
join the continental board, has made sure that 
the organization has legal representation, 
advice and a functioning bank account. Kei 
Satoh is the backbone of MS4H; as secretary, 
her organizational skills keep all operations 
afloat. These young people are the kinds of 
doctors we want to see in the future, and we 
are confident that they will help change the 
face of the global health landscape in the 
future.

Mount Sinai and other chapters are helping 
to fulfill the mission of MS4H.  Please check 
out pp. 8-9 to see what other chapters are 
doing, and for some ideas on how new 
chapters can get started!!

Above: MS4H-MSSM members Joshua 
Usani, Carlo Lutz, Christian Péan and 
Adam Belachew visit Hôpital Ofatma 
and speak with Dr. St. Albin (center)

Above: UniQ students participating in the 
anatomy collaboration take a picture with 
MS4H volunteers Dr. Khoi Do of Giant 
Global, Michel Tran of McGill and Megan 
Abrams of St. George’s

Photos (l-r): Galit Sacajiu (left) of the HME Project, 
organized a meeting for MS4H-MSSM members and Haitian 
medical students to open lines of communication between the 
two groups of young people; Kei Satoh (right) MS4H 
Treasurer and MS4H-MSSM member with Michel Tran, an 
MS4H volunteer, at the UniQ graduation ceremony in July; 
Michel Tran teaches anatomy at UniQ.

Mount Sinai’s Summer Plans:
Photo: MS4H-MSSM members tour Université Quisqueya (UniQ) with UniQ students

http://www.facebook.com/MS4H.Inc
http://www.facebook.com/MS4H.Inc
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Harvard Medical School
President: Paulvaléry Roulette
Chapter Motto:  “Haitian advocacy with 
scholarly work.”

Why Paulvalery joined MS4H: I have 
career goals of being clinically and 
administratively involved in surgical care in 
Haiti. My background as a first generation 
Haitian American further attracted me to 
MS4H. 

Paulvalery’s vision for the chapter: My 
hope is to build a framework that promotes 
productive relationships between members of 
the Harvard MS4H chapter and Boston 
clinicians, researchers, and other advocates 
for Haitians in Haiti and the Haitian diaspora. 
The short term goal will be to recruit new 
leadership.

Harvard Chapter Events:  
April 2, 2012.  A dinner talk/’Haiti relief work’ 
entitled "Where They Need Me: Haitian 
Health Professionals and the Moral Economy 
of International Medical Aid" by Pierre Minn, 
PhD.  This was a collaborative program 
between MS4H and Physicians for Haiti. 

Mount Sinai
President: Christian Péan
*Also Executive Director
Chapter Motto: “Inspiring change through 
action.”

Why Christian joined MS4H: I joined and 
started a chapter of MS4H because the 
mission statement of this organization spoke 
to me and I've long known I wanted a 
cornerstone of my medical career to 
encompass global health work in Haiti.  My 
father is a physician and immigrated to the 

United States from Haiti.  I've had the 
opportunity to travel back to Port-au-Prince 
many times growing up.  In my visits I not 
only experienced the culture and heritage of 
my father's country, but also witnessed 
firsthand the need for better access to health 
services of all kinds in Haiti.  Arriving at 
Mount Sinai, I was disappointed with the lack 
of opportunities for medical students to 
travel to Haiti and to do any clinically relevant 
relief work or research.  Upon meeting 
Ernest Barthélemy and hearing about MS4H, I 
knew this was an organization with great 
potential to make a meaningful impact on 
Haitians as well as American medical students 
who may not otherwise decide to explore 
Haiti's culture and complex history.  Since 
then, the MSSM chapter of MS4H has been 
officially recognized as a student organization 
at Mount Sinai and held several events in the 
spirit of fulfilling the mission of MS4H.

Christian’s vision for the chapter: I envision 
the MS4H-MSSM chapter to continue building 
efforts to increase the number of global 
health opportunities in Haiti available to 
students at our institution.  Furthermore, I 
am hopeful that we will forge more 
meaningful partnerships between our chapter 
and organizations such as the Haitian Medical 
Education Project, Doctors Without Borders, 
and more so as to make powerful positive 
impacts on the healthcare provided to the 
Haitian people BY Haitian people.  In the 
short term our chapter will focus on 
increasing campus awareness of our efforts 
through events and an open dialogue about 
Haiti's present situation and future.  I believe 
our organization will gain momentum and 
secure administrative support so as to build 

long lasting relationships between Mount 
Sinai and Haitian medical education 
institutions such as Université Quisqueya.

Mount Sinai Chapter Events:
January 12, 2012.  On the anniversary of the 
devastating 2010 earthquake, we held a 
viewing of two short films entitled “Frontline: 
The Quake” and “Nou Bouke (We’re Tired): 
Haiti Two Years Later”.  This was the ‘kick-off ’ 
to MS4H’s work at Mount Sinai.

HAITIAN CULTURAL AWARENESS WEEK:
February 13, 2012.  Valentine’s Day Bake Sale 
and T-Shirt Sale entitled “Love For Haiti”. 
$800+ raised. This event was sponsored by 
the African American Culture Committee 
(AACC) and was followed by  a joint event 
with the Sinai Salseros that was a Haitian 
Dance performance and konpa workshop 
instructed by Goussy Célestin.

February 15, 2012.  A journal club event in 
which Christian Péan and Ernest Barthélemy 
presented “Surgical Electives in Haiti for U.S. 
Medical Students:  An Emerging Paradigm in 
Global Medical Education.” Co-sponsored by 
the AACC, Students for Equal Opportunities 
in Medicine (SEOM) and the Center for 
Multicultural Community Affairs (CMCA). 
February 16, 2012. Keynote Speaker Event of 
Haitian Cultural Awareness Week. Speakers: 
Danielle Butin, MPH, OTR, Founder and 
Executive Director of Afya, and Evenel St-Vil,  
Afya employee and survivor of 2010 
earthquake. Co-sponsored by CMCA and 

AACC in honor of Black History Month.   

June, 2012.. Several members of the chapter 
traveled to Port -Au-Prince to locate possible 
opportunities for partnership and student 

involvement in Haiti. (....cont’d on next page.) 

The Chapters of MS4H; Updates and Events



M S 4 H

La Reprise, MS4H Newsletter 9

(....cont’d from p. 5)  

July 16-August 10, 2012. Mount Sinai’s 
collaboration with University Quisqueya took 
place in Port-Au-Prince. 

Christian: “I’m looking forward to our 
organization doing big things in the 
near future!”  

Ohio State University
Chapter Co-Presidents: Maykel Désir and 
Christine Kwon
Chapter Mottos: “Educated to serve,” 

Why Maykel joined MS4H:  
The Haitian population at OSU is not very 
large, so I never really had the opportunity to 
join a student organization with the central 
focus being on Haiti. MS4H not only gives me 
the chance to join a Haitian oriented student 
group, but it also provides the opportunity to 
give back to the Haitian community in many 
different ways.

Why Christine joined MS4H:
I first heard about MS4H from Rogette 
Esteve, Chairman, when she spoke at my 
church. Instantly, my heart went out for Haiti 
as I heard about the poverty and conditions 
stricken among its people. I have always had a 
heart to help and give back to others and 
when Rogette spoke of an opportunity to 
start a new MS4H chapter at OSU, I knew 
that I wanted to be a part of it. I found my 
calling to become a Dentist this past Winter, 
when I went on a Dental mission to Africa. I 
plan to continue my involvement in this 
chapter when I follow through with my 
future career plans and to foster many 
medical (all spectrums of the health-
profession) students for Haiti. I expect that 
involvement will impact me in leadership, 
discipline, ambition, drive and a increase my 
heart for Haiti. I also hope to learn and 
become more exposed to Haiti as a whole.  

Maykel’s vision for the chapter:
In the short term I definitely would like to 
see students and faculty at the university 
excited about the prospect of playing an 
active role in uplifting and serving the Haitian 
community. Long term, I would like to see 
that same dedication to become contagious 

throughout campus and our surrounding 
communities. I feel that bringing to light both 
the struggle and beauty of Haiti can inspire 
many people to lend a helping hand in serving 
the Haitian community, no matter how big or 
small their role.

Christine’s vision for the chapter:
The direction I see this chapter going in the 
short term is to raise awareness for Haiti. I 
hope to see an active chapter that will be 
fundraising, hosting speakers and events. In 
the long term, I would like this chapter to 
truly foster a community of students 
(undergrad and grad), both within and 
outside of medicine, that want to support the 
MS4H mission through services for the 
Haitian community locally or abroad. I'd like 
to see this community of students be 
involved even after they graduate. I hope as 
chapter president that I can really show my 
passion through not only words but actions 
as well and empower students to know they 
can make impact. I will take responsibility as 
chapter president to really set the foundation 
of our Organization, take responsibility, and 
always come back to the mission of MS4H. 

Stanford University Chapter
Chapter President: Johan Guillaume
*Also Regional Vice-President
Chapter Motto: “Sustainable actions.”

Why Johan joined MS4H:  I care very 
much about the health of the underserved 
everywhere, but I was born in Haiti. I am 
really excited about MS4H because it is 
driven by a group of extremely motivated 
and well-accomplished young people.

Johan’s vision for the chapter:  
Short term: 1) Getting students at Stanford 
and in the Bay Area to be inspired about 
medical issues in Haiti and learn about 
Haitian culture. 2) Starting to establish 
connections so that students with the 
interest and skills can volunteer in Haiti. 3) 
Fundraising events to benefit current 
ventures aiming to improve healthcare in 
Haiti. 

Long term: 1) Establishment of a long-term 
collaboration with Haitian hospitals and 
medical schools. 2) Establishment of a 
pathway that can be used by students in the 
United States and in the West Coast in 

particular to volunteer in Haiti. 3) Long-term 
collaboration between US medical schools 
and Haitian medical schools to develop a 
world-class medical curriculum. 4) 
Development of leadership skills among 
medical students in Haiti through 
collaborative projects with students in the 
US. 5) Develop criteria to evaluate actual 
impact on Haitian health or medical 
education.

Stanford Chapter Events:  
General Interest Meeting: Student speakers,  
Andrew Beel, Johan Guillaume and Clare 
Cameroon, who is the 2012 leader of 

Organization of Global Health at Stanford.

Meeting with founder of BeHaiti, Michael 
Hole. BeHaiti is a nationwide organization 
dedicated to improving healthcare in Haiti, 
especially Les Cayes.

Meeting with Global Health Interest Group, 
including an acknowledgement of MS4H in 
Global Health Newsletter.

Meeting with Deputy Director of Global 
Health,  Amy Lockwood., who gave advice on 
Stanford’s potential role in a medical 
education project.

Meeting with President of Zimbabwe Interest 
Group and Education Project, Takudzwa 
Shumba, on establishing a collaboration 
between Stanford and an international 
institution.

Upcoming:  

A fundraising event using a phone number 
that people can text to donate money 
directly.

A West Coast/Bay Area Haiti Interest Group 
as a collaboration with UCHaiti and MS4H to 
brainstorm about motivating the Bay Area to 
get involved in Haiti.

We have a continuing collaboration with the 
Haitian Medical Education Project.

Johan:  “I can't wait to see what this 
group will bring to Haiti in 5 years.”

Chapter Updates and Events, cont’d.
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This Summer and Fall...
First and foremost, we are students. What we have accomplished in 2012 alone is 
already garnering attention from the right places. Next spring we will have more to 
tell you, because we are already enjoying this fall... serving Haiti.
June
A group of MS4H members traveled to Haiti to 
assess how MS4H can better serve Haiti. They met 
with Université Quisqueya students and Galit 
Sacajiu of the Haitian Medical Education Project, 
and they visited hospitals and clinics. 

July-August
“Anatomie Quisqueya” was a project spearheaded 
by several members of the Mt. Sinai chapter of 
MS4H. Six volunteers traveled to Haiti to give 
supplemental instruction to Université Quisqueya’s 
students. Our peer-teachers taught clinically based 
material, using lectures, group work and case study 
analysis that UniQ’s students can use to strengthen 
their command of anatomy. Volunteers also helped 
students learn how to read x-rays and MRIs, and 
led dissections of prosections.

This summer was a trial run, but it established a 
more permanent relationship with UniQ, as well as a 
model for schools around the globe. The goal of 
this program is thus two-fold; to use our resources 
to deliver quality material to UniQ students, and to 

provide an outlet for North American and French 
speaking volunteers with an interest in academic 
medicine, anatomy and global health to serve in 
Haiti. MSSM’s chapter is currently organizing for 
next summer; volunteer application packets will 
be available later this semester.

Now until Dec. 1, World AIDS Day
All of MS4H will raise money and awareness for 
HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS. 

Winter 2012-13
Another project with enormous potential is MSSM’s 
Basic Life Support project. Although primarily in the 
idea stage, this project would involve MS4H-
MSSM’s members becoming certified BLS 
teachers, and traveling to Haiti to teach and certify 
community health workers and medical students in 
BLS, training that is lacking in the medical school 
education given by most of the schools that MS4H-
MSSM contacted. The research arm of the project 
will be based on assessment of the knowledge 
retention of Haitian BLS trainees as compared to 
Mount Sinai’s first-year medical students, who will 

receive the same BLS curriculum taught by the 
same BLS teachers. We are looking forward to 
seeing this project come to fruition this winter.

Dec. 1 until March 22 & 24, World Water Day and 
World Tuberculosis Day
MS4H will promote sanitation and access to clean 
water to highlight the devastation of these 
devastating and preventable diseases.

Ongoing
We are collecting medical supplies, equipment and 
educational materials and sending them to clinics 
and medical schools in Haiti. Individual chapters 
will continue to create programming and hold 
events. Get involved, keep in touch.

See information below to contact us for more 
information or to help with any of our projects.

Med. Students for Haiti, Inc.
Board of Directors
Ernest Barthélemy (Mount Sinai) — Co-Founder
Thierry Pauyo (McGill) — Co-Founder
Christian Péan (Mount Sinai) — Executive Director
Rogette Esteve (Ohio State) — Chairperson

Continental Officers
Brett Marinelli (Mount Sinai) — Treasurer
Johan Guillaume (Stanford) — Regional VP
Kei Satoh (Mount Sinai) — Secretary
Keithara Davis (Mount Sinai) — Social Media Coordinator
Guyang Chen & Shen Zhao — Web Development/Design

Co-Editors of the Newsletter
Keithara Davis and Rogette Esteve.

Photo Credit
All scenes of MS4H in Haiti, courtesy of Carlo Lutz, Michel 
Tran, and Keithara Davis.
TIF Logo, courtesy of Kareen Riviere.
Portraits, courtesy of owners.

Contact Us
haitianmedical@gmail.com

What you can do with us...
As mentioned, we are currently collecting 
educational materials for Haitian medical schools. 
In particular, we would like to provide books for 
the UniQ students we will be serving this summer. 
The students currently use Rouvière as an anatomy 
text, but they mainly use copies of this text at 
school - only an estimated 10% of the 250 anatomy 
students that enter the anatomy course sequences 
every year own or have access to anatomy texts at 
home. The retention of students during this three 
semester anatomy course series is between 20-30%, 
averaging around 50 students that pass the course 
and are able to move on to the next level every year. 

This failure rate is a huge precipitating factor in the number of students that do not 
fully matriculate - essentially, anatomy is a bottle-neck at UniQ that probably has more 
to do with access to resources than students’ potential. The university cites the lack of 
books and students’ subsequent inability to study outside of class as the reason for 
these failure and drop-out rates. This loss of future Haitian doctors is aggravated by 
the migration of Haitian born, Haiti-trained doctors out of Haiti every year; the World 
Bank says that 82% of Haitians with a college degree alone leave Haiti to work 
elsewhere, and we have found estimates that 10-15% of black doctors in the U.S. are 
Haitian or of Haitian descent.

So here it is, plainly put; we need your help. Right now, our priority as an organization 
is to provide books for UniQ. There is also a need for anatomical models. There are 
specific texts and resources that have been requested; if you would like to provide or purchase 
any of these items for UniQ, please contact us.  
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